Town of Latchford Service and Information Update No. 4
Coronavirus Disease - COVID-19

For Immediate Release
April 8t 2021

The Province of Ontario has enacted Provincial Emergency and Stay at Home Order Effective
April 8t 2021 (see attached)

With the growing concerns over COVID-19, the health and safety of our residents, employees,
and volunteers remain our top priority. The Town of Latchford is monitoring developments
closely, and is committed to doing our part to help slow the spread of the virus. Effective
immediately until further notice please see below for the following service updates and
introduced measures.

Municipal Services

Town Office

The Municipal Office will be accessible to residents of Latchford by appointment only.

Staff members will be conducting business during this time period for the continuation of
municipal services and for processing payments.

If you need to pay your taxes or other bills please mail or use the drop box at the Town Office

front door or pay by e-transfer using payments@Iatchford.ca email address. Office staff are
available by phone 705-676-2416 to make an appointment.

Public Works Water Treatment Plant and Fire Department

Public Works Services, Water Treatment Plant and Fire Response services are proceeding as
usual. 2021 Fire Permits will be issued by appointment only call the Town Office to make an
appointment.705-676-2416

Garbage and Recycling Collection
Waste collection is proceeding as usual. Please help protect our collectors by safely disposing of
waste:

e Garbage Collection: Please bag all garbage, and do not place waste loosely in garbage
containers.
e Recycling Collection: See attached notice from Eco-Logix.

Municipal Landfill Site
Municipal Landfill site is operating with normal hours. Before attending the landfill site, please
ask yourself the following questions:
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e Do you have a fever, new onset of cough or difficultly breathing?
e Have you or anyone in your family travelled outside of Canada in the last 14 days?

e Have you been in contact with anyone who has been diagnosed with, or is under
investigation for the COVID-19 virus?

If you meet the above criteria, please do not come to the landfill site. Please follow the
directions of local public health authorities (Timiskaming Health Unit No. 705-647-4305).

Cancellations

The Latchford Community Center has been closed for rental until further notice. The Town of
Latchford will continue to update residents and users of the facility.

The Latchford Fitness Center will also remain closed until further notice.

The Town of Latchford recognizes that these changing service levels may present a challenge to
some residents; however, our priority is to protect the residents of the Municipality. The Town
of Latchford will continue to monitor the evolving situation, and encourages everyone to take
all reasonable precautions, and to stay informed by only sharing information from official
sources.

Thank you for your cooperation, for your understanding and stay safe.

Town of Latchford PO BOX 10. Tel: 705-676-2416 Fax: 705-676-2121
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MAR 18 2020

EC@-LOGIX

Hassle Free Recycling
(705)647-2322
Ecologixrecycling.com

To all our of municipalities,

Eco-Logix would like to advise that we are taking extra safety precautions for our customers and
ourselves. After much consideration we've decided that the best ways for us to limit our
exposure and that of our customers is the following starting Monday March 23" 2020:

1. We are requesting that all recyclable material be bagged in clear bags with the exception
of cardboard. We will provide bags to those who are not in a position to purchase them
and request them from us.

2. All material for buildings we typically go inside to collect should be set outside for
collection.

3. Iftoilette paper, paper towels, napkins or Kleenex are included in the recycling we will
tag these bags and leave them behind to be disposed of in the garbage. These items were
never accepted in the program but we typically pulled them out and left them behind
when possible. It is necessary now to emit entirely.

4. We request that anyone who is at great risk of exposure or is infected or showing
symptoms not participate in the recycling program during this time.

As a recycling company we are in an oddly exposed position as we directly and indirectly handle
a huge amount of material that has been exposed to people’s mouths. We are potentially exposed
to the saliva of thousands of people everyday. We feel that our service is essential for
communities and intend to continue service as per usual. In the event that our staff is quarantined
or we are mandated to discontinue service we will work with communities for alternate options
at that time.

Please advise community members, groups and businesses of the updated service precautions so

that they can participate safely!

Kind regards,
Belinda Beairsto
Eco-Logix

(http://www.latchford.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Ec-Logix-Info.jpg)




NEWS RELEASE

Ontario Enacts Provincial Emergency and Stay-at-Home
Order

Additional measures needed to protect health system capacity and save lives during third
wave of COVID-19

April 7, 2021
Office of the Premier

TORONTO — The Ontario government, in consultation with the Chief Medical Officer of Health and other health experts, is
immediately declaring a third provincial emergency under s 7.0.1 (1) of the Emergency Management and Civil Protection

Act (EMPCA). These measures are being taken in response to the rapid increase in COVID-19 transmission, the threat on the
province's hospital system capacity, and the increasing risks posed to the public by COVID-19 variants.

Details were provided today by Premier Doug Ford, Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health, Solicitor General
Sylvia Jones, and Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health.

"The COVID-19 situation is at a critical stage and we must act quickly and decisively to stay ahead of these deadly new
variants," said Premier Ford. "By imposing these strict new measures we will keep people safe while allowing our vaccination
program to reach more people, starting with our high risk population and identified hot spots. Although this is difficult, | urge
everyone to follow these public health measures and together we will defeat this deadly virus."

Case rates, hospitalizations, and ICU occupancy are increasing rapidly, threatening to overwhelm the health care system. The
number of COVID-19 hospitalizations in the province have increased by 28.2 per cent between the period of March 28 and
April 5,2021. In addition, between March 28 and April 5, 2021, Ontario has seen the number of COVID-19 patients in
intensive care escalate by 25 per cent. While every action possible is being taken to increase capacity and continue daily
surgeries and procedures, the province is reaching a tipping point.

Effective Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 12:01 a.m., the government is issuing a province-wide Stay-at-Home order requiring
everyone to remain at home except for essential purposes, such as going to the grocery store or pharmacy, accessing health
care services (including getting vaccinated), for outdoor exercise , or for work that cannot be done remotely. As Ontario's
health care capacity is threatened, the Stay-at-Home order, and other new and existing public health and workplace safety
measures will work to preserve public health system capacity, safeguard vulnerable populations, allow for progress to be
made with vaccinations and save lives.

Retail

In addition, the province is also strengthening public health and workplace safety measures for non-essential retail under
the provincewide emergency brake. Measures include, but are not limited to:

e Limiting the majority of non-essential retailers to only operate for curbside pick-up and delivery, via appointment,
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 8 p.m., with delivery of goods to patrons permitted between 6:00 am and 9:00 pm, and
other restrictions;

e Restricting access to shopping malls to limited specified purposes, including access for curbside pick-up and delivery,
via appointment, with one single designated location inside the shopping mall, and any number of designated locations
outside the shopping mall, along with other restrictions;

¢ Restricting discount and big box stores in-person retail sales to grocery items, pet care supplies, household cleaning
supplies, pharmaceutical items, health care items, and personal care items only;

e Permitting the following stores to operate for in-person retail by appointment only and subject to a 25 per cent capacity
limit and restricting allowable hours of operation to between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m. with the delivery of goods to patrons
permitted between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m.:

o Safety supply stores;
o Businesses that primarily sell, rent or repair assistive devices, aids or supplies, mobility devices, aids or supplies or
medical devices, aids or supplies;

o]

Rental and leasing services including automobile, commercial and light industrial machinery and equipment
rental;

Optical stores that sell prescription eyewear to the public;

Businesses that sell motor vehicles, boats and other watercraft;

Vehicle and equipment repair and essential maintenance and vehicle and equipment rental services; and

Retail stores operated hy a telecommunications provider or service, which may only permit members of the public
to enter the premises to purchase a cellphone or for repairs or technical support.

o

o

o

o

e Permitting outdoor garden centres and plant nurseries, and indoor greenhouses that engage in sales to the public, to
operate with a 25 per cent capacity limit and a restriction on hours of operation to between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m.



These additional and strengthened public health and workplace safety measures will be in effect as of Thursday, April 8, 2021
at12:01 a.m.

Education

Keeping schools and child care open is critical to the mental health and well-being of Ontario children and youth. Schools and
child care will remain open for in-person care and learning in public health regions where it is permitted, with strict safety
measures in place.

In addition, beginning next week, education workers who provide direct support to students with special education needs
across the province, and all education workers in select hot spot areas, will be eligible to register for vaccination. Vaccinations
will commence during the April break starting with priority neighborhoods in Toronto and Peel, then rolling out to priority
neighborhoods in other hot spot regions, including York, Ottawa, Hamilton, Halton and Durham. This will be followed by a
rollout across the province as supply allows.

"While our government took decisive action by implementing the provincewide emergency brake, more needs to be done to
protect against the threats to our health system resources and the continued health and safety of individuals and families
across the province," said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health. "By further strengthening public health
and workplace safety measures, we can work to reduce transmission of the virus while we work to rollout Phase 2 of our
vaccine distribution plan, and put more needles in the arms of Ontarians."

"The rapid and increasing spread of COVID-19 and the variants of concern pose significant threats to our health care system
and the well-being of Ontarians, requiring immediate and decisive action," said Solicitor General Sylvia Jones. "The
declaration of a third provincial emergency is necessary to provide the government with the tools needed to help protect the
public, reduce the spread of the virus and save lives."

Vaccinations

As part of Phase Two of its COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan, people living in regions with the highest rates of transmission
will be prioritized to receive a vaccine, starting with the most at-risk in the Peel and Toronto public health regions. This
initiative will be expanded to additional "hot spot" regions based on established patterns of transmission, severe illness, and
mortality.

To support this expanded vaccination effort, mobile teams are being organized to administer vaccines in high-risk
congregate settings, residential buildings, faith-based locations, and locations occupied by large employers in hot spot
neighbourhoods to individuals aged 18 or over. Pop-up clinics will also be set-up in highly impacted neighborhoods, including
at faith-based locations and community centres in those hot spots, in collaboration with public health units and community
organizations within those communities. The province will provide additional resources to support these mobile and pop-up
clinics in the hardest-hit neighbourhoods.

The government will also extend booking for COVID-19 vaccination appointments to more age groups through its provincial
booking system, for public health regions with highly impacted neighbourhoods, on Friday, April 9, 2021. Booking eligibility
will be extended to include individuals aged 50 and over for COVID-19 vaccination appointments at mass immunization
clinics in high-risk areas as identified by postal code, using the provincial booking system.

Workplace Inspections

Health and safety inspectors and provincial offenses officers will increase inspections and enforcement at essential
businesses in regional hot zones to continue protecting essential workers while on the job. There have been 19,500 COVID-
related workplace inspections and investigations across the province since the beginning of 2021. During those visits, over
450 COVID-19 related tickets have been issued and OHS inspectors have issued over 14,446 OHS orders and stopped unsafe
work related to COVID-19 a total of 24 times.

Rapid Testing

Rapid testing continues to be deployed in workplaces for asymptomatic staff in key sectors such as manufacturing,
warehousing, supply chain, mining, construction and food processing. Approximately 5.4 million rapid antigen tests have
been sent to over 1,150 workplaces, including 100 essential industry sites, under the Provincial Antigen Screening Program.
To encourage the use of these tests under the program, additional outreach will occur to employers in regions with highest
rates of transmission to increase access to testing, and the process for enrollment in the screening program will be
streamlined to allow for quick access to these supports.

"As we continue to see COVID-19 variants of concern drive this third wave of COVID-19, it is evident stronger public health
and workplace measures are needed to help interrupt the spread of the virus,” said Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer
of Health. "By all of us staying at home, while still taking some time to enjoy the outdoors with the people we live with in our
local neighbourhoods and maintaining two metres physical distance from others, we can reduce our mobility, minimize
transmission, protect our loved ones and our communities, safeguard health system capacity, and save lives."

Quick Facts



Over the past week, the province’s positivity rate is 5.1 per cent, well above the high-alert threshold of 2.5 per cent, and as
of April 6, 2021, there has been a total of 2,483 cases with one of the three variants of concern (VoC). The percent of cases
in the last week that tested positive for a mutation or VOC was 63.1 per cent.

On Saturday April 3, 2021, in response to an alarming surge in case numbers and COVID-19 hospitalizations across the
province and in consultation with the Chief Medical Officer of Health, the government imposed a provincewide emergency.
brake, implementing additional time-limited public health and workplace safety measures, including encouraging remote
work in all industries to the greatest extent possible and the closure of additional workplaces, further capacity limits on
some essential businesses which are able to remain open, and strengthened advice on limiting trips outside of the home
for essential reasons.

On the advice of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, all Ontarians are asked to limit trips outside the home to necessities
such as food, medication, medical appointments, supporting vulnerable community members, or exercising outdoors with
members of their household in our their communities. Individuals should remain in their local communities and avoid all
non-essential travel - even within the province - and to stay home when ill even with mild symptoms. Employers in all
industries should make every effort to allow employees to work from home.

To ensure that every person who requires care in a hospital can access a bed, the government has invested more than
$5.1 billion to support hospitals since the start of the pandemic, creating more than 3,100 additional hospital beds and
500 critical care and high intensity medicine beds. This includes $1.8 billion in 2021-22 to continue providing care for
COVID-19 patients, addressing surgical backlogs and keeping pace with patient needs through its Ontario's Action Plan:
Protecting People's Health and Our Economy.

The Ontario government continues to implement its High Priority Communities Strategy to provide targeted supports to
communities hardest hit by COVID-19. In these communities 1,000 Community Ambassadors have been mobilized, 30
community testing sites have been opened and nearly 36,000 PPE kits have been distributed to community members.
Get tested if you have COVID-19 symptoms, or if you have been advised of exposure by your local public health unit or
through the COVID Alert App. Visit Ontario.ca/covidtest to find the nearest testing location.

Additional Resources

Ontario Implements Provincewide Emergency Brake

Ontario Moving to Phase Two of COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan

2021 Budget - Ontario’s Action Plan: Protecting People’s Health and Our Economy

The Digital Main Street program helps main street businesses build their online presence and reach more customers.
Property Tax and Energy Cost Rebates

Visit Ontario’s COVID-19 communications resources web page for resources in multiple languages to help local
communication efforts.

Visit Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine web page to view the latest provincial data and information on COVID-19 vaccines.

Visit Ontario’s COVID-19 information website to learn more about how the province continues to protect the people of
Ontario from the virus.

For public inquiries call ServiceOntario, INFOline at 1-866-532-3161 (Toll-free in Ontario only).
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